ICT Education and Employment Program:

The iTalanta
Academy Kakuma
Campus Pilot Project.

Through the iTalanta Academy, WIK in partnership with Elewa, is supporting 20 candidates, selected
from refugee and host communities in Kakuma Refugee Camp and Kalobeyei Integrated Settlement,
on an intensive 30-week hands-on training program, preparing them for employment as IT developers.
The key learning opportunities for the students focusses on programming as well as problem solving
skills which are highly relevant in the current market and IT space. The curriculum is permanently
supervised on site by experienced coaches.
Graduates of this project are set to get training on cutting-edge technology through personalized
apprenticeship-programs and on-the-job training
The opportunity for the beneficiaries to get Education & Employment as quality IT professionals is a
unique approach that offers an alternative pathway to generate income.
The project leverages on WIK ICT infrastructure and other resources to support and enhance teaching
and learning.

Student Impact Statements
Noella
“It is amazing to see how fast these students are picking up
considering that a majority of them had no prior knowledge/
training. I am amazed by their zeal and determination and remain
hopeful to see what comes out of this.”
Noella, iTalanta coach and Software Developer

Shukri Ibrahim
“I was born in Ethiopia before seeking refuge at Dadaab refugee
camp in Kenya in the year 2009. That is where I managed to attend
primary and secondary school education. After sitting my KCSE
examinations in 2019, the pandemic stood on my way to joining
university.
Learning IT was in my career prospects and luckily, I was awarded the iTalanta Scholarship. Before joining
iTalanta Academy, I did not know anything about programming. Today, I commence my fifth week of
the training course. As of 29th November 2021, I am in a position to use programming languages like
JavaScript, CSS and HTML.
What I find exciting about the field of Technology is how flexible it is. You can work remotely from
anywhere. How I interpret this as a girl is that there is no excuse to not work as a professional in IT,
household duties notwithstanding. I want to mentor and help more girls to join this field not forgetting
people living with disabilities.
My heartfelt gratitude to donors and partners who channel resources for restoring hope to the girl child.
I will use IT skills to transform my life and bring change to my community. “
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Kambale Kibeho
“As a class representative of the iTalanta Academy in Kakuma, I
lead my team in day to day training and learning activities. The
scholars are amazingly motivated and complete tasks in time.
I was born in DR Congo, where I finished my secondary school.
Because of the war ravages and insecurity, I flee DRC to Kenya as
a refugee.
Despite the fact that I had passion in IT, financial constraints did not allow me to continue with tertiary
education.
With the first iTalanta Academy in Kakuma, the program came to answer my career dream in IT.
We are proud of the IT skills inculcated in us by our able coach, Miss. Noella Mwanzia,an experienced
software engineer who constantly helps in awakening the hidden potential in us.
Through the intensive hands-on training course, we get to learn how software development can be
a dream career with long term financial benefits. As pioneers of the iTalanta Academy in Kakuma, it is
very meaningful for us when we learn that like-minded funders think about displaced persons from
conflicted areas in Africa. The iTalanta academy is a great opportunity for us to not only become IT
developers but also understand how to resolve world greatest problems. The blueprint program has
so far taught us about HTML, CSS and JavaScript.
By the end of the iTalanta program, we expect to level up our IT skills and get meaningful jobs. Further,
we shall lend a helping hand in addressing the challenges within the Kakuma Refugee Camp environment and beyond. On behalf of the iTalanta Academy scholars, we extend our thanks to Windle
International Kenya, Elewa Company Limited and Microsoft.”

Angathanga Ochalla
“As a girl from the minority Ethiopian community in Kalobeyei
Settlement, I am fortunate to be a part of the iTalanta pilot project
in Kakuma. Girls face tougher challenges in access to education
and seeing that our coach Noella, a software developer, is a girl
just like me, was the inspiration I needed that I too can excel in the
field of IT.”
Chuol Tayar
“I am a 23 year old South Sudanese refugee living in Kakuma refugee
camp since 2011. After missing out on high school scholarship
opportunities, I joined one of WIK’s schools in the camp – Kakuma
Refugee Secondary. Despite the school having class sizes of up to
120 students per class, my passion to acquire an education did not
fade away. While in Form 2, I suddenly developed an interest in the
IT field. Today, I still believe that technology in education is the best
equalizer as refugees would learn remotely and gain meaningful
skills for employment.
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The iTalanta Academy Program found me at the right time and place, having completed my high
school with the IT career dream still fresh in my mind. To me, it was a golden opportunity not to miss
out on this sponsorship that comes with an employment package. The iTalanta opportunity was a
matter of life and death and I literally fought tooth and nail to convince the panelists. After following
the application protocols, I was lucky to be among the shortlisted candidates for the interviews.
I would later be awarded the iTalanta scholarship award in October 2021 and signed the offer
agreement on 1st November, 2021.
Since the start of the program, it has been a month of intensive training. The spark of being a programmer has been ignited through the acquisition of basic software development skills. My aim, by
the end of this program, is to work for Microsoft at the African Development Centre.”

Algabana
“When I applied for this scholarship,I had it in my mind to one day
become an IT developer/Expert.It is a good start for me starting
to learn from scratch and I can see my dream beginning to take
shape.The future is IT and I hope that I will use my skills and training
to serve my community. I dream about developing systems for use
in our schools, hospitals.”
Erot
“As a Kenyan from the host community, opportunities such as
the iTalanta scholarship are like an answered prayer. Dreams of
accessing higher education remain elusive for a majority of us but
not anymore. iTalanta has given me an opportunity to add on
to my IT skills from prior short course trainings undertaken. I am
ready for the task ahead as I nurture my dream of being a web
developer /coder.”

Conclusion
WIK is keen on exploring partnership opportunities that go beyond delivery of education and that offer
creative ways of solving emerging education challenges in a rapidly dynamic and globalized world.
The iTalanta Academy pilot project is one such partnership and provides an opportunity for WIK to
expand the overall impact of our interventions, leveraging on expertise for the benefit of the beneficiaries.
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In session pictorial
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